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Colored Mulch Starves Nematodes
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Research Ser- Red plastic mulch causes plants to put more of their energy into upper growth, it commercially.
vice have been thus improving yields and, in the case of tomatoes, depriving nematodes of some of ARS has filed a
experimenting  their below-ground food. patent on the

with colored mulch and is
mulches as a way to boost plant says it could be due to a tug-of-war working cooperatively with Sonoco
yields, while conserving water and between the mulch and the Products, Inc., of Hartsville, South
controlling weeds. They found that nematodes. Carolina, to develop improved plastic
red mulch boosts yields by increasing  “The red mulch reflects wave- mulches.

a tomato plant’s ability to keep more lengths of light that cause the plantto  Ken-Bar, Inc., of Reading, Massa-
of its growth above ground, keep more growth above ground, chusetts, sells the mulch directly and

especially in the fruit. But the latest  which results in greater yield,” he through several supply stores and
study is the first documenting that red says. “Meanwhile, the plant is putting catalogs.—BySean AdamsARS.
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of the impending ban on methyl effect, tugs food away from the West Lucas St., Florence, SC 29501-
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