New Robada’s a Superb Apricot

CRAIG LEDBETTER

Big and juicy Robada apricots
give U.S. growers an alternative to
the five standard varieties of
this fruit grown commercial
ly in the United States todz

“Robada,” says Agricul-
tural Research Service
geneticist Craig A. Ledbet-
ter, “has a pleasant balance
of natural sugars, acids, and
aromatic compounds.

People who've tasted it think
it's outstanding!

“Robada offers more flavor
and aroma than many other com-
mercial apricots. And it ships
well,” says Ledbetter, who is at the
ARS Horticultural Crops Research
Laboratory in Fresno, California.

The jumbo fruit is intended for
fresh-market sales, though further
testing may reveal that it is also
suitable for drying, canning, or
freezing.

Robada ripens in mid-May
through nearly the end of the
month—-the peak of the California
apricot harvest,” Ledbetter says.
The apricot’s firm, finely textured
flesh is an attractive deep orange. A
bright-red blush may tint nearly half ,
of its surface, depending on how Robada apricot trees

. . ] produce jumbo fruit
much sun reaches the fruit during for fresh-market sales.
ripening.

Like most other commercial
apricots, Robada is self-pollinating,
meaning that each tree will bear
fruit without the need for other
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